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Much of my professional career has been spent working in the Banking/Brokerage field, first 

as a Financial Advisor and then as an Operations Manager for a branch office. In addition to 

financial matters, I learned about compliance, ethics, and working with clients to help them 

achieve their goals.  In my last job, working with the General Counsel at a small health care 

company, I learned about contracts, corporation organization, acquisitions, and in a limited role, 

malpractice litigation. Many of my skills and experience transitioned nicely into the legal field 

and I was always attentive when I worked with attorneys and paralegals.  Occasionally I thought 

about attending a paralegal program to explore my interest in the legal profession but always 

stopped short of applying because I had a stable job and felt I was too old to go back to school.  

In August 2012 I was laid off when my company was acquired by a new company. My 

husband encouraged me to stop talking about paralegal school and follow my dream. Our 

children are grown and it was time to for me to further my education. There truly were no more 

excuses; it was time to take on the challenge or live with the “what ifs” for the rest of my career. 

For many years, I have had taped to my desk a quote from Eleanor Roosevelt: “Do one thing 

every day that scares you.” It seemed like a good time to take her advice. 

I was absolutely petrified when I started school in August 2013. Since it had been years since 

I had officially been a student, my daughter helped me organize my classes in a way that made 

sense to me. As the anxiety lessened and my studies began, I learned that I love being a 

paralegal. Who wouldn’t love a job where you get to read, research, write, organize, and work 

with clients and attorneys?  These are all tasks that I have performed in varying degrees 

throughout my career; to have them come together in one job description is pure heaven for me. 
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Being a paralegal has finally brought satisfaction to my professional life. I always felt 

like there was something missing from my work life. While I have had a fulfilling career to 

this point, I was always looking for new challenges. There was an underlying boredom 

sometimes that I was not using my brain to its fullest capacity. It is an amazing feeling to 

wake up in the morning ready to learn and be of service to others. Whether researching an 

issue for an attorney or conveying information to a client, it is satisfying to know that I am 

able to participate in the outcome of a legal matter. Because I am organized and detail 

oriented, I take pride that my work is accurate and understandable so that an attorney can use 

it to make sound legal decisions. 

I believe that learning is a lifetime journey and I don’t want to ever stop learning and 

adapting to new information. Being a paralegal affords me the chance to continually learn 

new ideas through research and writing. One of the side benefits of being a paralegal is that I 

never have to retire. There are always volunteer opportunities through the NC Bar 

Association and legal aid groups. Throughout the rest of my career and my retirement, I can 

be a part of the legal community. Becoming a paralegal has certainly expanded my horizons; 

I am grateful that I took the opportunity to further my education and find the perfect career 

for me. 
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